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My house slopes away from the street and toward the 

back of my property.  When we are lucky enough to have 

rain, it flows the same way – toward my house and to the 

back of my property.  The rainwater then flows to my 

neighbor’s house and joins with her rainwater which then 

flows along to the other neighbors’ house.  This happens 

5 more times before the rainwater finally enters the 

nearby storm drain.   

This house was built in the 50s’; it is a ranch style design 

with underground terracotta pipes that drain the roof 

rainwater away from the house.  Several downspouts 

never drained properly, but one in particular was so 

clogged it caused the rainwater to overflow and seep 

through the foundation into the crawl space (see photo to right).  Several unsuccessful attempts were 

made to clean out the drain pipe and get the water to flow away from the house.  It wasn’t until we 

diverted the rainwater into a new pipe and regraded the area that this runoff issue was stopped once 

and for all.  During this 

upgrade we took the 

opportunity to modify the 

existing landscape and add 

new flower beds to give us 

some much-needed curb 

appeal. 

Step one 1.  
We pulled up (and saved) the 
existing pavers and attached a 
new drainage pipe long 
enough so it would drain into a 
new garden bed below the 
new walkway.  We graded the 
area so that water would drain 
away from the foundation and 
from the existing driveway as 
well as cover up the newly 
installed pipe.  We extended 
the condensation drainage 
pipe from the air conditioner to 

drain into a new flower bed by the deck.  Before, this water would sit on the pavers creating a 
mosquito habitat.  We installed a concrete walkway which gave us a landscaped area next to the 
house for curb appeal and added a pebbled transition area from the concrete walkway to the yard.  
The pebbled area would help slow the flow of the rainwater washing from the impervious concrete 
from the drive and walkway to the yard.  The new landscaped area was covered with mulch to protect 



the exposed dirt and prevent it from washing away.  We also chose plants that could take hot 
afternoon sun and very little water now that the new drainage pipe was installed. We planted 
Osmanthus in the new area since it requires very little water, has a fragrant bloom and is evergreen.   
 

Step 2.   

We repurposed our pavers and created a flower bed below the new walkway.  This flower bed was not only 

to give us more curb-appeal – ok, and areas for me to have more flowers / plants - it was also the area 

where the new drainage pipe drained.  This area would also capture the rainwater runoff from the adjoining 

impervious areas (concrete driveway and concrete walkway).   

  
A few helpful tips for success: Make your flower beds curvy and long to give your yard more interest.  

Amend the soil in the entire flower bed, not just the area you will add your plants and let it rest for a few 

weeks before planting.  Fall is the best time to plant new perennials, trees and shrubs.  Trust me.  They 

really do better and require less hands-on attention and watering.  Always test your soil to know what plants 

will grow best in your yard.  And please, please, please know how much sun / or shade your new area will 

receive.  Flower beds near concrete will need more water.  The concrete will wick moisture away, especially 

in the hot days of summer. 

 

Step 3.  
We needed to manage the 
newly piped air 
conditioning condensate, 
runoff from the newly 
installed walkway and 
some runoff from an 
extended roof so we added 
a new flower bed and 
created a circular gaveled 
walkway.  The new flower 
bed softened the curves of 
the deck and allowed a 
great place for the 
condensate to water some 
full sun evergreen 
Gardenias.  We also 
planted a Jasmine with 
small white fragrant flowers 
to grow and cover the roof 
pole.  As you can see, we are still repurposing those pavers to make more flower beds.  These 



pavers will also help contain the 
Selma Brown gravel in a new 
transition walking area to tie in the 
concrete walkway, the stairs from 
the lower deck and our newly 
installed turf. 
 

Step 4.  

Deal with the terrible compacted 
soil, add a transition zone from the 
both the new concrete walkway to 
the yard as well as the lower deck 
to the yard.  This area will get a lot 
of rainwater washing from the 
concrete and side driveway as 
well as any ran that flows from the 

extended roof.  We chose to add topsoil and install new zoysia sod and a gravel path.  The path will 
soften the look from the deck and walkway as well as level out the uneven ground and allow for 
rainwater to infiltrate into the ground. We have been more than pleased with the outcome and I am 
happy to say that this downspout issue has been fixed!  We have chosen to make this new flower bed 
a native pollinator bed.  Stay tuned on my plant choices and how they are doing!  

 

 


