
Mr. T’s Garden (I Pity the Food) 
By Wayne Trammell 

Last year, my wife and I purchased a new home and decided this past spring that 
we were going to plant our first garden. I have dabbled in gardening over the past 
six years without much success, but consider myself new to this experience since 
this would be the first real try at it. Unfortunately, we planted in late 
March…which taught us a valuable lesson.  

March 2018 
Early spring frost surprise. 

The early spring frosts caught us and everything died. We labelled it a FAIL (First 
Attempt In Learning) and started again in mid-May. I am happy to report the 
garden was a success! On multiple occasions we have eaten squash, baby boomer 
tomatoes, watermelon, and okra.  



 
June 2018 

The garden is looking and tasting good! 
 
 

 
August 2018 

The whole family had fun gardening. 
 

Having the success we had in our first year, we plan to expand the garden next 
year. Because the space in our current garden is already maxed out, we have 



decided on a location for the second garden. This should help with companion 
planting as well. Also, taking from our lesson learned this past year, we will start 
our garden indoors and transplant after the frost. I also started a compost bin at 
the end of the growing season and am excited to see how it does over the 
winter…I am hoping for nutrient rich compost for the garden. I would also like to 
try a mulch of some type to cut down on weeds and how much soil gets lost in 
rain storms, as well as install a rain barrel or two. 
 
 

 
August 2018  

A little garden drama!  
 

 I’m so glad we didn’t give up on our garden (or gardening capabilities) after our 
first attempt failed. Although there were setbacks last year, I found excitement 
and pleasure in the small victories and realized that it doesn’t have to be perfect 
the first time….or ever. It just has to work. Also, the old cliché rings true: if at first 
you don’t succeed: try, try again!!  
 

 Wayne 
 


