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A single tree can be a most significant element in the garden, and even though it may take 
years or decades to reach a height to become the dramatic and sculptural form desired, it 
is never too late to plant a tree. Choosing the right trees will increase beauty to the 
landscape, increase home value, attract and host wildlife, and provide many 
environmental benefits. Planting a tree gives the homeowner a framework for further 
developing the landscape. Layered with a diversity of other native plants, the combination 
acts as a functioning ecosystem. That ecosystem will become home to wildlife. Trees 
provide structure for birds and mammals to rest, roost, and nest. Dead branches live on as 
a habitat for cavity dwellers, bark and leaves are host to insects that are an important link 
in the food chain for birds and other animals. A diverse and layered canopy provides all 
components for habitat — food, water, shelter, and places to rear offspring. 

To add diversity and build layers in the landscape, consider using a few of these native 
trees in combination or as specimens. Specimen trees can be small to large depending on 
the size of the area. Medium and small trees can be used in combination in dense 
borders. Add evergreen trees for privacy borders. And in areas of poor drainage, use trees 
already adapted to wet conditions. 

Categorized in order of size and usage, a limited number of these species will be available 
for sale at the Ruffner Mountain Nature Center in October: 

Shrubs: beautyberry (Callicarpa americana), scarlet buckeye (Aesculus pavia), bottlebrush 
buckeye (Aesculus parviflora) 

Small trees: hawthorns (Crataegus spp.), possumhaw (Ilex decidua) 

Medium trees: sassafras (Sassafras albidum), sourwood (Oxydendrom arboreum), 
persimmon (Diospyros virginiana) 

Large Trees: southern red oak (Quercus falcata), white oak (Quercus alba), black cherry 
(Prunus serotina), pecan (Carya illinoinensis), longleaf pine (Pinus palustris) 

Evergreens for privacy: wax myrtle (Morella cerifera) 

Damp areas: pawpaw (Asimina triloba), red maple (Acer rubrum), willow oak (Quercus 
phellos)  

 

 


