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As many of us do, I bought an older house.  This 

house sits on the lower side of the street so when it 

rains, the water from the street drains towards my 

house and down the back yard into a ditch.  My front 

yard was all turf except a large maple that was 

planted when the house was built back in the 50s.   Over time, the maple has grown 

tall and wide providing me with shade in the summer and lots and lots of gorgeous 

leaves in the fall and winter.   

My first need was to help stop the water from flowing onto my property from the hillside 

across the street and the street itself.  So planted a flower bed all along the front of my 

property.  I used tough plants that could survive full sun and very little to no additional 

water.  I wrapped the flower bed around the mail box and large power pole to give it a 

touch of curb appeal, too! 

   

The front flower bed did great! It looked good from the street and stopped a lot of the 

rainwater that washed onto my property BUT I was still noticing more and more bare 

soil under my maple tree.   

Well, over time this maple grew tall and wide which was nice because it provided me 

with shade in the summer and lots and lots of gorgeous leaves in the fall and winter.  

But this shade came at a cost because it caused the grass to thin out and in some 

spots to stop growing all together leaving me with exposed soil and a chance for 

opportunistic weeds to grow – URGH a double whammy! 

  



My second task was to help stop the soil from washing away (eroding) from 

underneath the maple tree and help prevent unwanted weed seeds from growing – and 

maybe even expand an area to plant more plants.  

Step 1. I defined my work area and gathered fallen limbs. 

Step 2.  

A) For the area that was bare ground I laid the limbs on the ground in a lattice 

design to create speed bumps which would slow the flow of the rain water and 

capture any dirt that was washing way (eroding), and then backfilled it with grass 

clippings and leaves. 

B) For the area that had vegetation growing (weeds and grass), I first needed to kill 

off the weeds and grass.  I went the natural route using thick cardboard and 

mulch because I was afraid using chemicals might harm my tree.  The cardboard 

worked great.  A trick I learned was to overlay the cardboard so weeds wouldn’t 

grow through the cracks and to wet it with a hose just after laying it down so the 

top layer of mulch wouldn’t slide right off – remember I am on a hill. 

Step 3. I planted shade loving plants such as ferns and hellebores (Lenten roses). 

Step 4. I top dressed the entire area with mulch to make it look cohesive with the rest 

of the flower bed. The following year I had a great place to rake all my fallen leaves – 

which turns into great compost the plants can use the next growing season. 

   

    


