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By Wayne Trammel 

This time around in Mr. T’s Garden we’re talking 

Composting, Ground Cover and Rain Barrels, Oh My! 

For this growing season, I really started last summer when I built my 

compost bin out of some old wooden pallets. As a good friend of mine 

would say “it allows you to add some ooey, gooey, scrumptiously delicious 

stuff” to your soil for your veggies. I must say it was rather exciting when I 

was tilling the “upper 40” garden (40sq ft, not acres ha-ha) to add my 

compost to the soil.  If you don’t compost I recommend starting; it keeps 

you occupied and thinking constantly about your garden throughout the 

year.   

 

 

 

Here is the compost bin that I built from wooden 

pallets.  It is a great addition to my garden. 



On to the hope of less weeding this year. That’s right, I said hope because I 

failed. I tilled and tilled and tilled, then made beautiful rows and mounds for 

planting, took my time planting, watering in and then installed the ground 

cover.  

 

I used store bought pine straw (a loud buzzer should have gone off in my 

head). Unfortunately, I didn’t apply it thick enough and then it brought in 

weeds I didn’t have last year. It has been a fail for this season; however, 

there is always next year.  

 

 

      

 

Lastly, let’s talk about drainage issues. I decided this year to have ground 

cover as previously stated and it did work to stop the flow of my precious 

garden soil down the yard, so at least it was not a complete fail.  

I also have been able to install a rain barrel near the garden to capture 

some of that good ol’ free water that my veggies really seem to love. A 

wonderful by-product is that it should help with the erosion problem around 

my foundation.  

I used pine straw as a ground cover for my garden.  While it did help 

hold the garden soil on site, I will do a few things differently next year. 



        

 

 

 

 

So, when I look at gardening, I would say that it is not only fun and healthy, 

it is environmentally friendly by reducing runoff (ground cover), recycling 

organic waste (composting), and conserving water (rain barrel).   

Here’s my new rain barrel from a couple of different angles.  Not 

only is it a ready source of rainwater for my garden, it also should 

help reduce the erosion problem around the foundation. 


